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CHAPTER 9C. MARKINGS

Section 9C.01 Functions of Markings
Support:

Markings indicate the separation of the lanes for road users, assist the bicyclist by indicating assigned
travel paths, indicate correct position for traffic control signal actuation, and provide advance information for
turning and crossing maneuvers.

Section 9C.02 General Principles
Guidance:

Bikeway design guides (see Section 9A4.05) should be used when designing markings for bicycle facilities.
Standard:

Markings used on bikeways shall be retroreflectorized.
Guidance:

Pavement marking word messages, symbols, and/or arrows should be used in bikeways where
appropriate. Consideration should be given to selecting pavement marking materials that will minimize loss
of traction for bicycles under wet conditions.

Standard:

The colors, width of lines, patterns of lines, symbols, and arrows used for marking bicycle facilities
shall be as defined in Sections 3A.05, 3A.06, and 3B.20.

Support:

Figures 9B-7 and 9C-1 through 9C-9 show examples of the application of lines, word messages,
symbols, and arrows on designated bikeways.

Option:
A dotted line may be used to define a specific path for a bicyclist crossing an intersection (see Figure 9C-
1) as described in Sections 3A.06 and 3B.08.
Section 9C.03 Marking Patterns and Colors on Shared-Use Paths
Option:

Where shared-use paths are of sufficient width to designate two minimum width lanes, a solid yellow
line may be used to separate the two directions of travel where passing is not permitted, and a broken yellow
line may be used where passing is permitted (see Figure 9C-2).

Guidance:

Broken lines used on shared-use paths should have the usual 1-to-3 segment-to-gap ratio. A nominal 3
foot segment with a 9 foot gap should be used.

If conditions make it desirable to separate two directions of travel on shared-use paths at particular
locations, a solid yellow line should be used to indicate no passing and no traveling to the left of the line.

Markings as shown in Figure 9C-8 should be used at the location of obstructions in the center of the
path, including vertical elements intended to physically prevent unauthorized motor vehicles from entering
the path.

Option:
A solid white line may be used on shared-use paths to separate different types of users. The R9-7 sign
(see Section 9B.12) may be used to supplement the solid white line.

Smaller size letters and symbols may be used on shared-use paths. Where arrows are needed on shared-
use paths, half-size layouts of the arrows may be used (see Section 3B.20).
Section 9C.04 Markings For Bicycle Lanes
Support:

Pavement markings designate that portion of the roadway for preferential use by bicyclists. Markings
inform all road users of the restricted nature of the bicycle lane.

January 13, 2012 Chapter 9C, TC for Bicycle Facilities — Markings


rbonnette
Highlight
MKZHGNUPK[UXXG�K
XOPUK]M[KZUKERUSK�VUHUKFMRROPQKORKFUH]OIIUSK¤RUUK�OQEHUK���­¥

rbonnette
Highlight
l�umigk}dgipkcpiekugkp|f�ie®cpik�ft|pkp|uc}ek|f�ikt|ikcpcf}k¯®tu®°kpiq�igt®tu®qf�k�ftduxkwkgu�dgf}k°k
�uutkpiq�igtkndt|kfkvk�uutkqf�kp|uc}ek~ikcpiexk

rbonnette
Highlight
²f�mdgqpkfpkp|ungkdgk³dqc�ikv�®´kp|uc}ek~ikcpiekftkt|ik}uhftdugku�ku~pt�chtdugpkdgkt|ikhigti�ku�kt|ik
�ft|�kdgh}cedgqk�i�tdhf}ki}i�igtpkdgtigeiektuk�|opdhf}}ok��i�igtkcgfct|u�d�iek�utu�k�i|dh}ipk��u�kigti�dgqk
t|ik�ft|x


02

03

04

05

06

07

2012 Edition Page 917
Figure 9C-2. Examples of Center Line Markings for Shared-Use Paths

Normal Normal
width broken width solid
yellow line yellow line

A - Passing permitted B - Passing NOT permitted

N A IR I I I I
Standard:
Longitudinal pavement markings shall be used to define bicycle lanes.
Guidance:

If used, bicycle lane word, symbol, and/or arrow markings (see Figure 9C-3) should be placed at the
beginning of a bicycle lane and at periodic intervals along the bicycle lane based on engineering judgment.

Standard:

If the bicycle lane symbol marking is used in conjunction with other word or symbol messages, it
shall precede them.

Option:

If the word, symbol, and/or arrow pavement markings shown in Figure 9C-3 are used, Bike Lane signs
(see Section 9B.04) may also be used, but to avoid overuse of the signs not necessarily adjacent to every set
of pavement markings.

Standard:

A through bicycle lane shall not be positioned to the right of a right turn only lane or to the left of
a left turn only lane.

Support:
A bicyclist continuing straight through an intersection from the right of a right turn lane or from the left
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