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WTS Sharon D. Banks Memorial Undergraduate Scholarship 
 
WTS fosters the development of women in the transportation field by encouraging 
bright new professionals to undertake careers in the area of transportation. One way 
it does this is by awarding the WTS Sharon D. Banks Memorial Scholarship to 
women pursuing undergraduate studies in transportation or a related field. 

 
The scholarship honors Sharon D. Banks, chief executive officer of AC Transit in 
Alameda-Contra Costa County, California. As its CEO throughout most of the 1990’s, 
Banks led the agency in a pioneering effort to introduce cultural and organizational 
changes aimed at motivating the public transit workforce. She was a member of the 
WTS Advisory Board and received the WTS San Francisco Chapter Woman of the 
Year and Employer of the Year awards. 

 
The WTS Sharon D. Banks Memorial Undergraduate Scholarship is $5,000. 
The minimum criteria for selection are: 

 
a. GPA of 3.0 or higher. 
b. Currently enrolled in an undergraduate degree program in a transportation- 

related field, such as transportation engineering, planning, finance, or logistics. 
c. Plans to pursue a career in a transportation-related field. 

 
Applications must be submitted through local WTS chapters as typed documents. 
Scholarships are competitive and based on the applicant's specific transportation 
goals, academic record, and transportation-related activities or job skills. National 
awards will be presented during the upcoming WTS Annual Conference in May, and 
attendance during the awards ceremony is strongly recommended. Conference 
registration for scholarship winners is complimentary. Local chapters will assist with 
arrangements upon selection and may have additional requirements, such as 
personal interviews or higher GPA. Please contact your local WTS chapter for 
specifics. 
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WTS Sharon D. Banks Memorial Undergraduate Scholarship Application 
 

Date ________________ 
 

I. Personal Information 
 

Name     
Last First Middle 

E-mail Address  
Primary Phone    
Current Address (Street, City, State, Zip): 

 

 
 

Permanent Address (Street, City, State, Zip): 
 
 
 
 

II. Educational Background 
Current College/University    City, State  
Expected Date of Graduation  
Degree to be Received  
Area of Concentration   
Grade Point Average  
(Minimum GPA of 3.0 required. Attach official copy of transcript to application.) 

Previous Colleges/Universities Attended, Date Degree Earned and GPA: 

 
 

Professional or School Affiliations (List any school, professional or community 
activities you have participated in. Include offices held and awards received. 
Attach additional sheets, if necessary, as typed word documents.) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

12/26/2025

Please see attached typed document in email.

N/A

3.395

Transportation Design

B.S. in Civil Engineering
May 2027

University of Cincinnati Cincinnati, OH

1409 South Coy Road, Oregon, OH, 43616

1409 South Coy Road, Oregon, OH, 43616

majorsa@mail.uc.edu

(419) 704-8701

Sarah ElizabethMajor
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III. Employment History 
 

Work Experience (List full-time, part-time, co-op and summer employment. 
Briefly describe duties and responsibilities. Attach additional sheets, if necessary, 
as typed word documents.) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

IV. Recommendation: Letter of recommendation by a professor or job supervisor 
must accompany your application. 

 
V. Personal Statement: A statement about your career goals and/or continuing 
education after graduation and why you think that you should receive the 
scholarship award. Applicants must address the issue of leadership, its importance in 
a transportation career, and the applicant’s leadership achievements. Statement 
should not exceed 500 words. Please attach to application form as a typed word 
document. 

 
VI. Proof of Enrollment: Attach a copy of your tuition receipt or current registration 
card. 

 
VII. Demographic Information: WTS is committed to recognizing the achievements 
of students pursuing transportation related degrees. To track our progress in 
reaching diverse applicants, we ask that you complete this confidential 
demographic information. This is not required for scholarship awards and will not 
be used in the selection process. 

 
1. Race/Ethnicity (select all that apply) 

  ☐Asian 
  ☐Black 
  ☐East Indian 
  ☐Hispanic/Latino 
  ☐Indigenous 
  ☐Middle Eastern 
  ☐Multiracial 
  ☐Pacific Islander 
   ☐White 
  ☐Other (please write in) 
  ☐Choose not to disclose 

 

Please see attached typed document in email.
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2. Age 
 ☐15-18 
 ☐19-23 
 ☐24-30 
 ☐31-50 
 ☐50+ 

          
3. Anticipated or Current Mode of Transportation Career Focus (select all 

that apply) 
  ☐Aviation 
  ☐Freight 
  ☐Highway/Auto 
  ☐Maritime/Port 
  ☐Multi-modal 
  ☐Non-Motorized 
  ☐Passenger 
  ☐Transit 
      ☐Other (please write in)   
 
  

4. How did you hear about this scholarship? 
  ☐Friend 
  ☐School/Teacher 
  ☐Social Media: 
   ☐Facebook 
   ☐Instagram 
   ☐LinkedIn 
   ☐Snapchat 
   ☐TikTok 
   ☐Twitter 
   ☐YouTube 

  ☐Other (please write in) 
  ☐WTS Chapter 

 ☐WTS International Website 
           ☐Other (please write in)   
 
 
 
 
 

Applicant Signature Date  12/26/2025



II. Educational Background 
 
Professional or School Affiliations: 

- Chi Epsilon: Civil Engineering Honors Society 
o Position: 

 President – 2025 – Present 
o Activities:  

 Organized initiation letters and other initiation related items 
 Organized and set up review sessions for the Fundamentals of Engineering (FE) 

Exam for Seniors with Chi Epsilon Vice President. 
 

- American Society of Civil Engineers (ASCE)- 
o Positions: 

 3rd Year Ambassador - 2024-2025 
 Conference Treasurer - 2025-2026 

o Activities: 
 Concrete Canoe 

 Member – 2024 - Present 
 Social Media Chair – 2025 – Present 

 Eastern Great Lakes Student Symposium 
 Construction Institute (CI) Competition  

o Award-  
 Team: University of Cincinnati 1st Place 
 Individual: 2nd Place – Outstanding Speaker Award 

 Surveying Competition 
 Concrete Canoe Competition 

 
III. Employment History 
 
Work Experience: 

- Transportation Design Co-op 
o Company: Bayer Becker 
o Time Frame:  

 Full Time – January 2025 – May 2025 & August 2025 – Present 
 Part Time – May 2025 – August 2025 

o Description: 
 Supported traffic engineering and roadway design efforts through installation and 

monitoring of traffic counters for volume and classification analysis. Contributed 
to traffic impact studies by analyzing existing conditions, forecasting future traffic 
volumes, and evaluating development impacts. Assisted in the preparation of 
Maintenance of Traffic plans, roadway, signal, and intersection design using Civil 
3D. 

- Project Engineer I Co-op 
o Company: Gilbane Building Company 
o Time Frame: 

 Full Time – June 2023 – January 2024 & May 2024 – August 2024 
o Description: 

 Supported construction project administration by generating and executing 
Requests for Information (RFI) to facilitate clear communication and issue 
resolution. Assisted with the preparation and coordination of submittals to ensure 
timely compliance with project specifications. Contributed to project close-out 
activities by organizing documentation and preparing for final inspections, 
managed punch list items to ensure quality control and timely completion and 
communicated safety protocols to trade workers to support injury prevention and 
jobsite safety. 



bayerbecker.com 
513.336.6600 

cincinnati | fort mitchell | indianapolis | mason | oxford 

 

surveying | civil engineering | transportation engineering | landscape architecture | planning  

 
December 26, 2025 
 
 
 
Katherine S. DeStefano, P.E. 
WTS – Scholarship Committee Chair 
505 South State Route 741 
Lebanon, Ohio  45036 
 
Re:  WTS Sharon D. Banks Memorial Undergraduate Scholarship 
 Sarah Major 
 Letter of Recommendation 
 
Dear Ms. DeStefano, 
 

It is with the utmost enthusiasm and confidence that I recommend Sarah Major for the WTS Sharon D. 
Banks Memorial Undergraduate Scholarship. Over the past year, Sarah Major has distinguished herself 
as an exceptional co-op and part-time team member at Bayer Becker. Her rapid professional growth, 
technical acumen, and natural leadership have made a significant impact on our organization. 
 

From her first day, Sarah Major demonstrated initiative and a willingness to take on challenging projects, 
ranging from traffic impact studies to complex roadway and traffic signal design. Her ability to quickly 
grasp new concepts and integrate them into her work has made her a well-rounded transportation 
engineer. She consistently sees the big picture, understanding how each aspect of a project contributes 
to its overall success. 
 

I have had the privilege of working directly with Sarah Major on several projects and have been 
continually impressed by her technical skills and proactive approach. Her responsibilities have grown with 
each term, and most recently, she took the initiative to train new staff in the precise installation of traffic 
counting equipment. Her thorough explanations and attention to detail not only ensured accurate data 
collection but also fostered the professional growth of her colleagues—a hallmark of true leadership. 
 

Technically, Sarah Major is meticulous and highly attentive. On a recent traffic signal design project, she 
proactively researched all relevant Ohio Department of Transportation requirements, enabling her to ask 
insightful questions and deliver a design that met every specification. Her calculations and documentation 
were exemplary—thorough, concise, and reliable. 
 

Beyond her technical and leadership abilities, Sarah Major brings an upbeat, confident attitude to every 
task. She is a dedicated team player, always willing to go the extra mile to ensure project success. Her 
positive energy and professionalism make her a pleasure to work with, and she has become an integral 
part of our team. 
 

We are fortunate that Sarah Major will be returning for another co-op term in May 2026, and I am 
confident she will continue to excel and contribute meaningfully to the engineering community. Without 
reservation, I recommend her for this scholarship. She is precisely the kind of future leader our industry 
needs. 
 

Please feel free to contact me at 513-460-3446 if you would like to discuss Sarah Major’s qualifications 
further. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Etta M. Reed, PE 
President 

 



V. Personal Statement 
 
My career goal is to pursue a professional role in transportation engineering, with focus in planning, 
design, and efficient/safe transportation systems. Through my academic studies and my experience as a 
transportation design co-op, I have developed a strong interest in roadway design and infrastructure 
development. Upon graduation, I intend to continue advancing my knowledge while pursuing professional 
licensure, beginning with obtaining my Engineer in Training certification and later earning my Professional 
Engineer License. Continuing education is essential in the transportation field, as evolving standards, 
emerging technologies, and mobility demands require engineers to remain informed and adaptable 
throughout their careers. 
 
My experience as a transportation design co-op has provided valuable practical exposure to the 
transportation engineering profession. I have installed and monitored traffic counters to collect volume 
and vehicle classification data, performed traffic impact studies by analyzing existing conditions and 
projecting future traffic volumes, and evaluated the effects of proposed developments. Additionally, I have 
assisted in the design and drafting of roadway, signal, and intersection plans using Civil 3D, and 
developed Maintenance of Traffic plans to support safe traffic flow during construction. These experiences 
have strengthened my technical skills and reinforced my commitment to a career in transportation 
engineering. 
 
Leadership plays a vital role in transportation engineering, as projects require coordination among 
engineers, planners, contractors, government officials, and the public. Effective leadership promotes clear 
communication, sound decision making, and the integration of safety, efficiency, and community needs. 
Transportation engineers must demonstrate leadership at all levels by taking responsibility for their work, 
contributing to team efforts, and upholding professional and ethical standards. 
 
I have demonstrated leadership through both my professional and academic experiences. In my co-op 
position, I have taken initiative in managing data collection efforts, maintaining accurate documentation, 
and collaborating with team members to support project goals. I have developed leadership skills through 
involvement in student organizations and team-based coursework, where I have learned the importance 
of organization, accountability, and effective communication. These experiences have prepared me to 
contribute meaningfully to multidisciplinary transportation teams. 
 
I believe I am a strong candidate for this scholarship due to my academic dedication, professional 
experience in transportation engineering, and commitment to continue education. Receiving this 
scholarship would support my educational and professional development as I work toward a career 
dedicated to improving transportation systems and enhancing the safety and mobility of the communities 
they serve. 
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