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September 25, 2023 

 

The Honorable Pete M. Buttigieg 

Secretary of Transportation 

U.S. Department of Transportation 

1200 New Jersey Ave, SE 

Washington, District of Columbia 20590 

 

Dear Secretary Buttigieg, 

 

Cincinnati, Ohio was founded in 1819 along the banks of the Ohio River, which served Cincinnati well as 

the city boomed into a vital port city, connecting the east to the west. However, a decision was made in 

the mid-20th century to route Fort Washington Way – a multi-lane highway – between Cincinnati’s 

Central Business District and the riverfront, creating a broad physical barrier that separates 

Cincinnatians from their riverfront.  

 

On behalf of Ohio Kentucky Indiana Regional Council of Governments (OKI), I write in support of the City 

of Cincinnati’s 2023 application for a Capital Construction grant from the federal Reconnecting 

Communities and Neighborhoods (RCN) Program to advance the Bridging the Gap: Capping Fort 

Washington Way project into detailed design and construction, a project to cap the interstate and build 

a public park. 

 

Over the last 25 years, Cincinnati’s long-term vision to reconnect the city to this vital public resource has 

led to an incredible revitalization of the riverfront into a regional destination for entertainment and 

recreation. 

 

The City of Cincinnati – in close partnership with Hamilton County and the Cincinnati USA Regional 

Chamber – will use these funds to advance the design and construct the physical capping structure and 

to ensure that the streets that surround the future public space are designed to promote safe access for 

all.  

 

 I offer my full support to this application for 2023 RCN capital construction funding for the Bridging the 

Gap: Capping Fort Washington Way project.  

 

Sincerely, 

 
Mark R. Policinski 
CEO 

http://www.oki.org/
file://///okiad4/groups/Communication/Branding/www.facebook.com/okiregional


Darryl Haley 

CEO & General Manager 

525 Vine St. Ste. 500 

Cincinnati, OH  45202 

(513) 621-7690 

 

 

 

 

September 20, 2023 

The Honorable Pete M. Buttigieg 
Secretary of Transportation 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE 
Washington, District of Columbia 20590 

Dear Secretary Buttigieg, 

Cincinnati, Ohio was founded in 1819 along the banks of the Ohio River, which served Cincinnati well as the 

City boomed into a vital port city, connecting the east to the west. However, a decision was made in the mid-

20th century to route Fort Washington Way – a multi-lane highway – between Cincinnati’s Central Business 

District and the riverfront, creating a broad physical barrier that separates Cincinnatians from their riverfront.  

It is with great pleasure that on behalf of the Southwest Ohio Regional Transit Authority (SORTA) I write in 

support of the City of Cincinnati’s 2023 application for a Capital Construction grant from the federal 

Reconnecting Communities and Neighborhoods (RCN) Program to advance the Bridging the Gap: Capping 

Fort Washington Way project into detailed design and construction, a project to cap over the interstate and 

build a public park. 

Over the last 25 years, Cincinnati’s long-term vision to reconnect the city to this vital public resource has led 

to an incredible revitalization of the riverfront into a regional destination for entertainment and recreation. 

All of this was made possible by the City’s commitment and execution in 2002 to narrow Fort Washington 

Way, opening up 45 acres of land for redevelopment and reconnecting the historic street grid over the 

highway. At this same time, Cincinnati laid the foundation – quite literally – for a future capping of Fort 

Washington Way, in order to later reclaim the area above the highway for a marquee public space in 

Downtown Cincinnati.   

The City of Cincinnati – in close partnership with Hamilton County and the Cincinnati USA Regional Chamber 

– will use these funds to advance the design and construct the physical capping structure and to ensure that 

the streets that surround the future public space are designed to promote safe access for all. This will build 

upon the $10 million in investment that the City - along with its public and private partners – put into the 

foundations that were built into the reconstructed Fort Washington Way to support this future use of the 

space above the highway. 

The outcome of these efforts will lead the City one step closer to achieving this long-planned physical 

reconnection of the city to the riverfront, creating a space for Cincinnatians to gather and reclaiming Fort 

Washington Way for a higher and greater purpose. SORTA gives our full support to this application for 2023 

RCN capital construction funding for the Bridging the Gap: Capping Fort Washington Way project. 

Sincerely, 

Darryl Haley 

 

CEO & General Manager   



 
September 25, 2023 

The Honorable Pete M. Buttigieg 
Secretary of Transportation 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE 
Washington, District of Columbia 20590 
 
Dear Secretary Buttigieg:  
 
On behalf of Cincinnati Parks Foundation, we write today to support the City of Cincinnati’s request for 
funding through the Capital Construction grant from the federal Reconnecting Communities and 
Neighborhoods (RCN) Program to advance the Bridging the Gap: Capping Fort Washington Way 
Project, which will add more greenspace to the City of Cincinnati.  
 
As a partner to Cincinnati Parks, we support any effort to add more greenspace to the city. Cincinnati 
Parks is a 200-year-old urban park system that represents 10% of the city’s landmass, more than 5,000 
acres, which constitutes 150 parks and greenspace spread across the 52 neighborhoods of Cincinnati. 
It’s often rated as one of the top ten urban park systems by the Trust for Public Land. Their 
comprehensive, technical evaluation compares park lands in cities on 5 factors: access, acreage, 
investment, amenities, and equity in access to public greenspace by race and income. The study found 
that 88% of Cincinnati residents live within a half mile of a park.  
 
For more than 28 years, the Cincinnati Parks Foundation (CPF) has been the official philanthropic 
partner of Cincinnati Parks. Our work supports neighborhoods, community members, park visitors, 
nature lovers, and conservationists and we are motivated by the health benefits associated with access 
to greenspace. We know that properly managed and maintained parks can create a significant 
economic impact to any municipality. We are proud to have been part of the efforts to develop and 
sustain The John G. & Phyllis W. Smale Riverfront Park which generates more than $1.2B for our region 
annually. It’s that type of project within downtown Cincinnati that impacts the entire city. While the 
Cincinnati Parks system has more than $74MM of deferred maintenance needs, it is our hope that 
transformational projects like the Bridging the Gap: Capping Fort Washington Way will add more 
greenspace to Cincinnati, and that its economic impact will reach back out to the 52 neighborhoods 
and its residents.  
 
We remain grateful for leaders like Mayor Aftab, the City of Cincinnati, and the Cincinnati USA 
Regional Chamber for working collaboratively with Hamilton County officials for opportunities that 
have the potential to make a great impact in our environment. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Jennifer Hafner Spieser, Executive Director  













September 25, 2023

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg
U.S. Secretary of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave. SE
Washington, DC 20590

Dear Secretary Buttigieg,

Cincinnati, Ohio was founded in 1819 along the banks of the Ohio River, which served
Cincinnati well as the City boomed into a vital port city, connecting the east to the west.
However, a decision was made in the mid-20th century to route Fort Washington Way –
a multi-lane highway – between Cincinnati’s Central Business District and the riverfront,
creating a broad physical barrier that separates Cincinnatians from their riverfront.

On behalf of Green Umbrella, I write in support of the City of Cincinnati’s 2023
application for a Capital Construction grant from the federal Reconnecting
Communities and Neighborhoods (RCN) Program to advance the Bridging the Gap:
Capping Fort Washington Way project into detailed design and construction, a project
to cap over the interstate and build a public park.

Over the last 25 years, Cincinnati’s long-term vision to reconnect the city to this vital
public resource has led to an incredible revitalization of the riverfront into a regional
destination for entertainment and recreation. All of this was made possible by the City’s
commitment and execution in 2002 to narrow Fort Washington Way, opening up 45
acres of land for redevelopment and reconnecting the historic street grid over the
highway. At this same time, Cincinnati laid the foundation – quite literally – for a future
capping of Fort Washington Way, in order to later reclaim the area above the highway
for a marquee public space in Downtown Cincinnati.

The City of Cincinnati – in close partnership with Hamilton County and the Cincinnati
USA Regional Chamber – will use these funds to advance the design and construct the
physical capping structure and to ensure that the streets that surround the future public
space are designed to promote safe access for all. This will build upon the $10 million
in investment that the City - along with its public and private partners – put into the
foundations that were built into the reconstructed Fort Washington Way to support this
future use of the space above the highway.

The outcome of these efforts will lead the City one step closer to achieving this
long-planned physical reconnection of the city to the riverfront, creating a space for
Cincinnatians to gather and reclaiming Fort Washington Way for a higher and greater
purpose. Green Umbrella gives its full support to this application for 2023 RCN capital
construction funding for the Bridging the Gap: Capping Fort Washington Way project.

Ryan Mooney-Bullock
Executive Director, Green Umbrella

The Mission of Green Umbrella
We lead collaboration, incubate ideas and catalyze solutions that create a resilient, sustainable region for all.



 
             

 

 
September 13, 2023 

 
The Honorable Pete M. Buttigieg 
Secretary of Transportation 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Ave, S 
Washington, DC 20590 

Dear Secretary Buttigieg, 

Cincinnati, Ohio was founded in 1819 along the banks of the Ohio River, which served Cincinnati well as the 
City boomed into a vital port city, connecting the east to the west. However, a decision was made in the mid-
20th century to route Fort Washington Way – a multi-lane highway – between Cincinnati’s Central Business 
District and the riverfront, creating a broad physical barrier that separates Cincinnatians from their riverfront.  

It is with great pleasure that on behalf of ULI Cincinnati, I write in support of the City of Cincinnati’s 2023 
application for a Capital Construction grant from the federal Reconnecting Communities and Neighborhoods 
(RCN) Program to advance the Bridging the Gap: Capping Fort Washington Way project into detailed design 
and construction, a project to cap over the interstate and build a public park. 

Over the last 25 years, Cincinnati’s long-term vision to reconnect the city to this vital public resource has led to 
an incredible revitalization of the riverfront into a regional destination for entertainment and recreation. All of 
this was made possible by the City’s commitment and execution in 2002 to narrow Fort Washington Way, 
opening up 45 acres of land for redevelopment and reconnecting the historic street grid over the highway. At 
this same time, Cincinnati laid the foundation – quite literally – for a future capping of Fort Washington Way, in 
order to later reclaim the area above the highway for a marquee public space in Downtown Cincinnati.   

The City of Cincinnati – in close partnership with Hamilton County and the Cincinnati USA Regional Chamber – 
will use these funds to advance the design and construct the physical capping structure and to ensure that the 
streets that surround the future public space are designed to promote safe access for all. This will build upon 
the $10 million in investment that the City - along with its public and private partners – put into the foundations 
that were built into the reconstructed Fort Washington Way to support this future use of the space above the 
highway. 

The outcome of these efforts will lead the City one step closer to achieving this long-planned physical 
reconnection of the city to the riverfront, creating a space for Cincinnatians to gather and reclaiming Fort 
Washington Way for a higher and greater purpose. ULI Cincinnati gives our full support to this application for 
2023 RCN capital construction funding for the Bridging the Gap: Capping Fort Washington Way project. 

Sincerely, 

 

Kimberly A. Fantaci 
Director 

151 West 4th Street, Suite 222 
Cincinnati, OH 45202 

937-424-3310 
cincinnati@uli.org 
cincinnati.uli.org 
www.uli.org 
 

 

ULI – the Urban Land Institute 
2001 L Street, NW 
Suite 200 
Washington, DC 20036 







  

 
 

 
 
 
September 13, 2023 
 
The Honorable Pete M. Buttigieg 
Secretary of Transportation 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE 
Washington, District of Columbia 20590 
 
Dear Secretary Buttigieg, 
 
Cincinnati, Ohio was founded in 1819 along the banks of the Ohio River, which served Cincinnati well as the City 
boomed into a vital port city, connecting the east to the west. However, a decision was made in the mid-20th 
century to route Fort Washington Way – a multi-lane highway – between Cincinnati’s Central Business District 
and the riverfront, creating a broad physical barrier that separates Cincinnatians from their riverfront.  
 
It is with great pleasure that on behalf of Triversity Construction I write in support of the City of Cincinnati’s 2023 
application for a Capital Construction grant from the federal Reconnecting Communities and Neighborhoods 
(RCN) Program to advance the Bridging the Gap: Capping Fort Washington Way project into detailed design and 
construction, a project to cap over the interstate and build a public park. 
 
Over the last 25 years, Cincinnati’s long-term vision to reconnect the city to this vital public resource has led to an 
incredible revitalization of the riverfront into a regional destination for entertainment and recreation. All of this was 
made possible by the City’s commitment and execution in 2002 to narrow Fort Washington Way, opening up 45 
acres of land for redevelopment and reconnecting the historic street grid over the highway. At this same time, 
Cincinnati laid the foundation – quite literally – for a future capping of Fort Washington Way, in order to later 
reclaim the area above the highway for a marquee public space in Downtown Cincinnati.   
 
The City of Cincinnati – in close partnership with Hamilton County and the Cincinnati USA Regional Chamber – 
will use these funds to advance the design and construct the physical capping structure and to ensure that the 
streets that surround the future public space are designed to promote safe access for all. This will build upon the 
$10 million in investment that the City - along with its public and private partners – put into the foundations that 
were built into the reconstructed Fort Washington Way to support this future use of the space above the highway. 
The outcome of these efforts will lead the City one step closer to achieving this long-planned physical 
reconnection of the city to the riverfront, creating a space for Cincinnatians to gather and reclaiming Fort 
Washington Way for a higher and greater purpose.  I give my full support to this application for 2023 RCN capital 
construction funding for the Bridging the Gap: Capping Fort Washington Way project. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
President  
Triversity Construction 
 



September 25, 2023 

The Honorable Pete M. Buttigieg 
Secretary of Transportation 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE 
Washington, District of Columbia 20590 

Dear Secretary Buttigieg, 

Cincinnati, Ohio was founded in 1819 along the banks of the Ohio River, which served Cincinnati well as 
the City boomed into a vital port city, connecting the east to the west. However, a decision was made in 
the mid-20th century to route Fort Washington Way – a multi-lane highway – between Cincinnati’s 
Central Business District and the riverfront, creating a broad physical barrier that separates 
Cincinnatians from their riverfront.  

It is with great pleasure that I write in support of the City of Cincinnati’s 2023 application for a Capital 
Construction grant from the federal Reconnecting Communities and Neighborhoods (RCN) Program to 
advance the Bridging the Gap: Capping Fort Washington Way project into detailed design and 
construction, a project to cap over the interstate and build a public park. 

Over the last 25 years, Cincinnati’s long-term vision to reconnect the city to this vital public resource has 
led to an incredible revitalization of the riverfront into a regional destination for entertainment and 
recreation. All of this was made possible by the City’s commitment and execution in 2002 to narrow Fort 
Washington Way, opening up 45 acres of land for redevelopment and reconnecting the historic street 
grid over the highway. At this same time, Cincinnati laid the foundation – quite literally – for a future 
capping of Fort Washington Way, in order to later reclaim the area above the highway for a marquee 
public space in Downtown Cincinnati.   

The City of Cincinnati – in close partnership with Hamilton County and the Cincinnati USA Regional 
Chamber – will use these funds to advance the design and construct the physical capping structure and 
to ensure that the streets that surround the future public space are designed to promote safe access for 
all. This will build upon the $10 million in investment that the City - along with its public and private 
partners – put into the foundations that were built into the reconstructed Fort Washington Way to 
support this future use of the space above the highway. 

The outcome of these efforts will lead the City one step closer to achieving this long-planned physical 
reconnection of the city to the riverfront, creating a space for Cincinnatians to gather and reclaiming 
Fort Washington Way for a higher and greater purpose. I give my full support to this application for 2023 
RCN capital construction funding for the Bridging the Gap: Capping Fort Washington Way project. 

 

Sincerely,  

 

 






