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September 25, 2023 
 
 
The Honorable Pete M. Buttigieg 
Secretary of Transportation 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE 
Washington, District of Columbia 20590 
 
Dear Secretary Buttigieg, 
 
It is our great pleasure to present this project and commitment of partnership and funding 
to ensure the success of Bridging the Gap: Capping Fort Washington Way.  This 
Reconnecting Communities and Neighborhoods (RCN) funding request is submitted by the 
City of Cincinnati, though the project reflects a true collaboration with local partners 
including City of Cincinnati, Hamilton County, and the private sector, led by the Cincinnati 
USA Regional Chamber, along with the Cincinnati Parks organization.   
 
As indicated within the application, Bridging the Gap: Capping Fort Washington Way is the 
realization of three-decades of community visioning, zoning changes, incremental 
construction projects, and improved community engagement that will reclaim and construct 
5-acres of usable land above an existing interstate, that physically bridges the City’s central 
business and jobs-opportunity area with the newly repopulated riverfront.   
 
This project will be realized through partnership with US DOT via the RCN program.  With 
a total project cost of $187.3 Million, the project partners are committed to meeting the local 
match requirement of $37.5 Million.  This will be sourced from multiple existing funding 
streams, including:  
  

 City and County Capital funding via local operating budgets, 
 Joint City and County State of Ohio capital funding grants (2024, 2026, 2028), 
 State funding and entitlements granted to MPO, 
 City-established Tax Increment Financing district, 
 Voter-approved sales tax levy to the local Transit Infrastructure Fund, 
 Grants and endowment-financing via Cincinnati Parks, 
 Private fundraising led by the Cincinnati USA Regional Chamber 

 
The project also leverages more than $10 Million of local investment from this same alliance 
of named project partners more than two decades ago that laid the foundation for our project  
  





Map of Economic Development Opportunities
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Textile Building Conversion - 282 market-rate, class 
A apartments with first floor commercial space
Central Trust Tower Conversion - office conversion 
into a mixed-use building with 262 apartments
Botique Hotel - three historic buildings combined into a 
111-room hotel with a new, 7-story hotel tower
Pure Romance HQ - renovation of 40,000 sq. ft. of office 
space across three buildings into a new headquarters

Projects Under Construction Development Opportunities
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3rd and Race (West)
Up to 395,261 sq. ft. mixed-use

Vine to Walnut Block
Up to 1,388,436 sq. ft. mixed-use

3rd and Race (East)
Potential 312,033 sq. ft. mixed-use 6

5 180 Walnut
Up to 304,000 sq. ft. office

3rd and Main (West Lot)
Potential 182,560 sq. ft. mixed-use

Lot 1 (Banks)
Potential 187,600 sq. ft. mixed-use
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Full list of Area of Persistent Poverty Census Tracts
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County TractName APP_County APP_Tract HDC_Tract
Hamilton County Census Tract 2 Yes Yes Yes
Hamilton County Census Tract 9 Yes Yes No
Hamilton County Census Tract 10 Yes Yes No
Hamilton County Census Tract 11 Yes Yes No
Hamilton County Census Tract 16 Yes Yes No
Hamilton County Census Tract 17 Yes Yes No
Hamilton County Census Tract 22 Yes Yes No
Hamilton County Census Tract 23 Yes Yes No
Hamilton County Census Tract 25 Yes Yes No
Hamilton County Census Tract 26 Yes Yes Yes
Hamilton County Census Tract 27 Yes Yes No
Hamilton County Census Tract 28 Yes Yes No
Hamilton County Census Tract 30 Yes Yes No
Hamilton County Census Tract 32 Yes Yes Yes
Hamilton County Census Tract 33 Yes Yes No
Hamilton County Census Tract 36 Yes Yes No
Hamilton County Census Tract 37 Yes Yes No
Hamilton County Census Tract 38 Yes Yes No
Hamilton County Census Tract 39 Yes Yes No
Hamilton County Census Tract 41 Yes Yes No
Hamilton County Census Tract 66 Yes Yes No
Hamilton County Census Tract 68 Yes Yes Yes
Hamilton County Census Tract 69 Yes Yes No
Hamilton County Census Tract 70 Yes Yes No
Hamilton County Census Tract 77 Yes Yes Yes
Hamilton County Census Tract 81 Yes Yes Yes
Hamilton County Census Tract 82.02 Yes Yes Yes
Hamilton County Census Tract 84 Yes Yes Yes
Hamilton County Census Tract 86.01 Yes Yes No
Hamilton County Census Tract 88 Yes Yes Yes
Hamilton County Census Tract 92 Yes Yes Yes
Hamilton County Census Tract 93 Yes Yes Yes
Hamilton County Census Tract 94 Yes Yes Yes
Hamilton County Census Tract 95 Yes Yes Yes
Hamilton County Census Tract 96 Yes Yes No
Hamilton County Census Tract 97 Yes Yes No
Hamilton County Census Tract 98 Yes Yes Yes
Hamilton County Census Tract 100.02 Yes Yes No
Hamilton County Census Tract 100.03 Yes Yes Yes
Hamilton County Census Tract 100.04 Yes Yes No
Hamilton County Census Tract 100.05 Yes Yes No
Hamilton County Census Tract 101 Yes Yes Yes
Hamilton County Census Tract 102.01 Yes Yes No
Hamilton County Census Tract 103 Yes Yes Yes
Hamilton County Census Tract 109 Yes Yes Yes
Hamilton County Census Tract 209.02 Yes Yes No
Hamilton County Census Tract 252 Yes Yes No
Hamilton County Census Tract 255 Yes Yes No
Hamilton County Census Tract 256 Yes Yes No
Hamilton County Census Tract 263 Yes Yes No
Hamilton County Census Tract 264 Yes Yes No
Hamilton County Census Tract 265 Yes Yes No
Hamilton County Census Tract 267 Yes Yes Yes
Hamilton County Census Tract 269 Yes Yes Yes
Hamilton County Census Tract 270 Yes Yes Yes
Hamilton County Census Tract 272 Yes Yes Yes

AoPP Census Tracts - Quarter Mile from Frequent Transit



Maintenance Agreement between the Ohio Dept. of 
Transportation and the City of Cincinnati




























