January XX, 2025

Secretary of Transportation
U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE
Washington, District of Columbia 20590
Dear Secretary of Transportation,
Cincinnati, Ohio was founded in 1819 along the banks of the Ohio River, which served Cincinnati well as the City boomed into a vital port city, connecting the east to the west. However, a decision was made in the mid-20th century to route Fort Washington Way – a multi-lane highway – between Cincinnati’s Central Business District and the riverfront, creating a broad physical barrier that separates Cincinnatians from their riverfront, negatively impacting the movement of people and goods throughout the area.  
It is with great pleasure that on behalf of the _________ I write in support of the Hamilton County’s 2025 application to receive $25 million in federal RAISE Capital funding to further design and construct a cap over the interstate, build a public park, and implement a suite of roadway safety improvements. These funds will be matched with local sources of funding that will exceed 20% provided by Hamilton County, the City of Cincinnati and the civic and private sector in the Cincinnati area. 
Over the last 25 years, Cincinnati  has seen an incredible revitalization of the riverfront into a regional destination for entertainment and recreation. Achieving this long-term vision was made possible by our community’s 2000 project to narrow Fort Washington Way, opening up 45 acres of land for redevelopment and reconnecting the historic street grid over the highway. At this same time, Cincinnati laid the foundation – quite literally – for a future capping of Fort Washington Way and is now aiming to secure a RAISE FY25 award to begin to reclaim the area above the highway for a marquee public space in Downtown Cincinnati.  
Hamilton County – in close partnership with the City of Cincinnati  – will use these grant funds to support community engagement, advance engineering of the physical capping structure and associated safety systems, design the park space above and surrounding surface transportation safety improvements, and construct the first phase of this innovative project. 
The outcome of these efforts will bring us one step closer to achieving this long-planned physical reconnection of the city to the riverfront, creating a space for Cincinnatians to gather, creating a meaningful improvement to all-modes safety in the downtown, and reclaiming Fort Washington Way for a higher and greater purpose. 

Sincerely,
[Signature]
Organization XX
