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Bridging the Gap: Capping Fort Washington Way Project Description

Hamilton County, Ohio is requesting $25 million in FY25 Rebuilding American Infrastructure with Sustainability and Equity (RAISE) funding to be matched with local sources of funding that will exceed 20% provided by Hamilton County, the City of Cincinnati, and the civic and private sector in the Cincinnati area to fully fund all preliminary design and environmental activities in addition to final design, and construction for the first phase (between Vine Street and Walnut Street) of the Bridging the Gap: Capping Fort Washington Way Project.  If successfully funded, the County and City will be able to realize the vision, 30 years in the making, of reconnecting Cincinnati's Central Business District (CBD) to The Banks riverfront district by providing a 1.8-acre civic park space and plaza over the Fort Washington Way (FWW) Interstate and reconfiguring surface streets to remove significant mobility barriers to access, mobility, and economic development that currently exist.

Once constructed, this project will provide the following benefits:
· Create 1.8 acres of new park space in the heart of Cincinnati's central business district (CBD).
· Improve access to jobs in Cincinnati's CBD, especially for transit users.
· Improve safety for all pedestrians travelling between the CBD and Riverfront District.
· Present a future opportunity to create affordable housing in an Area of Persistent Poverty.

The primary project elements include:
· Constructing an elevated cap park structure over Interstate 71 / U.S. Route 50 (locally known as Fort Washington Way) between Vine Street and Walnut Street with room for all interior Tunnel Operating Systems to be built in subsequent phases.
· Constructing multimodal improvements and traffic safety countermeasures along surface roads and intersections within the project area.
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