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M E E T I N G  S U M M A R Y   
 
Portsmouth Bypass – Utilities: AEP Relocation Discussion 
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PREPARED BY: Nancy Brown/CH2M HILL 
DATE: September 10, 2013 
  

General Information 

• The Portsmouth Bypass alignment (horizontal & vertical) has been established and will be provided 
to the shortlisted proposers for reference only. 

• Construction of the Bypass is to begin in early 2015.  AEP has not looked at the schedule and was 
not aware of when the relocations would be required.  AEP would like at least one year notice for 
needed relocations.  AEP needs a letter of commitment from ODOT that the Bypass Project is a go so 
that AEP can budget for relocations (even if costs are reimbursable). 

• ODOT-planned relocation costs will be reimbursable by ODOT.  Per the Technical Scope, the 
Developer shall not touch/impact an AEP line without ODOT approval for a post-Award relocation.  
The Developer shall own all schedule and cost risks associated with a post-Award relocation. 

• Shortlisted Developers may contact AEP.  AEP can talk to the Developers, but ODOT advised AEP to 
be consistent with all information communicated and provided. 

• AEPs issue will be circuit outages.  PJM controls transmission, and these lines will require longer lead 
times for outages.  If the outage is less than 5 days, AEP/PJM will need one (1) month notice; if the 
outage is more than 5 days, AEP/PJM will need one (1) year notice.  Some of the 138kV lines within 
the project footprint are controlled by PJM.   

• Buy America is not a problem. 

• AEP follows OSHA regulations for construction. 

• AEP discussed vertical clearances at 120 degrees Fahrenheit: 

o For 69kV lines, the vertical clearance to the road is 28’ 

o For 138kV lines, the vertical clearance to the road is 30’ 

CH2M HILL will make sure that these clearances are stated in the Technical Scope section. 

The group next discussed each of the project-specific conflicts and a plan for relocation and coordination:   

Ramp A/US 52: 69kV Line 

• This line is NOT a PJM 
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• Due to Ramp A profile, existing poles will need raised by ~10’-15’.  Three poles will be impacted, and 
will require steel poles because of height and guy wire issues. 

• AEP providing deeds for easements to Steve Pennington. 

• Per AEP, it’ll be easier to have the circuit shut off.   

South Point-Portsmouth: 2-138kV Circuits Line 

• PJM required – at least one year lead time on any circuit outage. 

• Relocation plans currently at preliminary design stage. 

• Due to proposed alignment, need to replace two (2) towers, including supplemental easement costs 
(AEP to discuss with property owners).  Impacted towers are 138 and 139; plan is to replace 139 and 
possibly relocate 138 approximately 150’-200’ to the west.  There is an existing ridge/access road to 
the west, but AEP is concerned about the stability of this location (take soil boring?). 

• Per AEP, the Developer will need to maintain at least 30’ vertical clearance throughout construction.  

Sporn-Portsmouth: 138kV Line 

• PJM required – at least one year lead time on any circuit outage. 

• AEP looking to shift tower 215, east of the proposed alignment, approximately 120’ east along the 
same alignment.  Tower 215 is a tall tower with tough access and may require grading to relocate. 

• Per AEP, the Developer will need to maintain at least 30’ vertical clearance throughout construction.   

Baker-Don Marquie (STA. 207+75): 765kV Line 

• This line needs 66’ of vertical clearance from the roadway.  

• There does not appear to be a conflict with the proposed alignment. 

N. Portsmouth-Oerteis: 69kV Line 

• This tower (Structure #6) is in the R/W but outside of the construction limits. 

• No perceived impact; Developer assumes relocation risk if construction limits change that impacts 
the structure. 

Baker-Don Marquie (STA. 610+00): 765kV Line 

• This line needs 66’ of vertical clearance from the roadway.  

• There does not appear to be a conflict with the proposed alignment. 

Lucasville-Sargents: 138kV Line 

• The proposed profile requires 90’ of fill, which impacts 4 existing wood poles that need replaced; 2 
of the 4 poles need replaced due to uplift concerns. 

• New poles will be taller, steel structures (H-shaped).  Poles will be outside of the construction limits, 
and thus, not impacted by the construction. 

• This is the easiest AEP relocation on the project; can be done by 4th quarter ’14. 
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• These are shared poles….telecommunication fiber also on line. 

General Discussions 

• AEP to provide CH2M HILL with locations of the existing towers (via electronic .pdf files of the 
drawings discussed at the meeting).  CH2M HILL to provide AEP with X-sections at crossings with 
proposed alignment (existing/proposed towers).  AEP will provide STA./ELEV. at the sag points for 
existing and proposed towers.  CH2M HILL will use this information and put into a table in the 
Technical Scope Section for use in design by the Proposers. 

• Based on information to be provided by AEP (see above bullet), CH2M HILL to confirm conflicts 
discussed at the meeting. 

• Schedule: 

o ODOT would like AEP to consider relocations completed for Ramp A/US 52 and Lucasville-
Sargents completed by the end of ’14.  These relocations would open up 90%+ of the project 
and not limit the Developer on construction access. 

• By late October ’13, AEP will provide ODOT the relocation schedules for conflicts at South Point-
Portsmouth and Sporn-Portsmouth.  

• AEP will investigate if they can make all the relocations under one project. 

• Total cost of AEP relocations are estimated at $4.4M, not including supplemental easement costs.  
Distribution costs will be added; AEP to coordinate distribution. 

 

 




