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(205) RURAL DESCRIPTIONS
205.1 RURAL FREEWAYS (RF)

.11 SERVICE FUNCTION - Rural Freeways are intended to
serve traffic movements having longer trip lengths
which are interstate or intrastate in character. These
highways cennect the larger cities, industrial concen-
tration and recreational areas. They provide optimum
mobility for through traffic. Rural freeways are
intended to accommodate the movement of large volumes
of traffic at high speeds under free~flow conditions.

To provide optimum mobility for through traffic, ali
access to adjacent lands is eliminated. No pedestrians
or slow moving traffic is allowed. ‘

.12 FLOW CHARACTERISTICS -~ On Rural Freeways, traffic
should be uninterrupted and unrestricted. These condi-
tions can only be achieved by grade separation of all
railroads and crossroads, with vehicular access only at
interchanges.

.13 VEHICLE TYPES - A11 types of vehicular traffic use.
Rural Freeways except bicycles and other slow moving
vehicles. There are high volumes of truck traffic.

.14 STAGE CONSTRUCTIQON - A11 Rural Freeways should be
planned and designed as muiti-lane, divided, fully -
limited access facilities even though they may be
developed by stage construction. In the plans for each
stage of development, provision should be made for
further improvements to existing sections.

205.2 RURAL PRINCIPAL ARTERIAL (RA)

.21 SERVICE FUNCTION - This system serves all urban
areas over 50,000 population and most others over
25,000 population. This system provides an integrated
network serving interstate and intrastate traffic
without stub connections except at areas of
concentrated traffic demand such as recreation areas,
industrial complexes and airports. Rural Principal
Arterial Roads are intended to carry large volumes of
traffic at high speeds. The major difference between
this class and the Freeway class is in the control of
access. Where Freeways always have fully limited
access, Rural Principal Arterials may vary from partial
to no access control. -~

.22 FLOW CHARACTERISTICS - Rural Principal Arterial
Roads carry heavy traffic volumes at high speeds and
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should be designed for uninterrupted flow of traffic
except at controlled intersections with major cross-
roads. However, intersections on high speed roads con-
trolled by traffic signals or stop signs are hazardous
and should be avoided if at all possible. In some
cases, grade separated interchanges may be warranted.

.23 VEHICLE TYPES - A1l types of vehicular traffic use
Rural Principal Arterial Roads. There are high volumes
of truck traffic. :

205.3 RURAL MINOR ARTERIAL (RMA)

.31 SERVICE FUNCTION - Rural Minor Arterial Roads are
expected to provide for relatively high overall travel
speeds, with minimum interference to through traffic.
This system should, in conjunction with the Principal
Arterial System, form an integrated network providing -
intrastate and intercounty service. This system should
link cities, large towns and other large traffic
generators to provide service to corridors with greater
trip lengths than those served by the lower systems.
They should be spaced at such intervals that all the
developed areas of the State are within a reasonable
distance of an Arterial Highway.

.32 FLOW CHARACTERISTICS - Rural Minor Arterial Roads
should accommodate heavy traffic volumes but at a more
moderate speed than that of the Principal Arterial Road
system, since greater interference to traffic is
allowed due to the greater number of access points.

.33 VEHICLE TYPES - A1l types of vehicular traffic use
Rural Minor Arterial Roads. Trucks of all kinds use
this system and may comprise a substantial percentage
of the total volume.

205.4 RURAL MAJOR COLLECTOR (RMC)

.41 SERVICE FUNCTION - Rural Major Collector Roads

should provide service to any county seat or large town
not served by the higher systems, and to other traffic
generators of egqgual intracounty importance, such as

consolidated schools, shipping points, county parks,

etc. Through integration with higher systems, this

system also links these places with nearby larger towns
or cities and serves as the more important intracounty
corridors.

.42 FLOW CHARACTERISTICS - On Rural Major Collector
Roads the trips are shorter than on arterial routes,
and, therefore, more moderate travel speeds can be
tolerated. Traffic is interrupted by stop conditions
or signalized intersections with Arterials or other
Connector Roads and alse by vehicles.
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