
 

ITEM SPECIAL - PAVEMENT OVERLAY FABRIC COMPOSITE 
 

DESCRIPTION: THIS WORK SHALL CONSIST OF FURNISHING AND INSTALLING PAVEMENT OVERLAY FABRIC 
COMPOSITE AS SHOWN ON THE PLANS AND AT LOCATIONS DESIGNATED BY THE ENGINEER. THIS FABRIC 
COMPOSITE MAY BE PLACED ON A MILLED SURFACE. 

 
MATERIALS: PAVEMENT OVERLAY FABRIC COMPOSITE SHALL BE CONSTRUCTED OF LONG CHAIN 
SYNTHETIC POLYMERS COMPOSED OF AT LEAST 85 PERCENT OF POLYOLEPHINES, POLYESTERS, AND 
POLYAMIDES BY WEIGHT, SHALL BE RESISTANT TO CHEMICAL ATTACK, MILDEW, ROT, AND ATTACHED TO A 
FIBERGLASS GRID. COMPOSITE SHALL MEET THE FOLLOWING PHYSICAL REQUIREMENTS: 

 
PROPERTY 

PAVING FABRIC: 
SPECIFICATION TEST METHOD 

GLASGRID CG200 OR APPROVED EQUAL 
GRAB TENSILE STRENGTH, LBS. 

 
90 MIN. 

 
ASTM D 1682 

GRAB ELONGATION, PERCENT 50 MIN. ASTM D 1682 

ASPHALT RETENTION GAL./SY. 0.20 MIN. AASHTO M-288 

COMPOSITE 
ULTIMATE TENSILE STRENGTH 

 
MD 6720 MIN 

 
ASTM D 6637 

(LBS/FT) XD 13440 MIN  

MAXIMUM ELONGATION LESS THAN 3% ASTM D 6637 

PERCENT OPEN AREA >50 TEX-621-J 
“TESTING GEOGRIDS” 

MELTING POINT MINIMUM (DEGREES F) 1000 ASTM C338 

LOSS ON IGNITION % >15 TEX-621-J 
“TESTING GEOGRIDS” 

MASS/UNIT AREA 16.0 OZ. /SY MIN ASTM D 5261-92 

 
 

THE COMPOSITE FABRIC SHALL NOT BE EXPOSED TO ULTRAVIOLET RADIATION FOR MORE THAN 7 DAYS. 
THE FABRIC SHALL BE AT LEAST 60 INCHES BUT NO MORE THAN 150 INCHES IN WIDTH AND FURNISHED IN 
ROLLS OF APPROXIMATELY 104 YARDS IN LENGTH. THE FABRIC CAN BE CUT TO A 30 INCH WIDTH IF A 30 
INCH WIDTH IS SPECIFIED IN THE PLAN. 

 
THE ASPHALT SEALANT SHALL BE PG64-22 MEETING THE REQUIREMENTS OF 702.01. 

 

CERTIFICATION SHALL BE FURNISHED IN ACCORDANCE WITH 101.061 BEFORE THE FABRIC IS PLACED. THE 
ENGINEER MAY REQUIRE SAMPLING FOR TESTING PURPOSES AS DIRECTED BY THE LABORATORY. 

 
EQUIPMENT: THE CONTRACTOR SHALL PROVIDE EQUIPMENT FOR HEATING AND APPLYING BITUMINOUS 
MATERIAL. HEATING EQUIPMENT AND DISTRIBUTORS SHALL MEET THE REQUIREMENTS OF 407. 

 
THE MECHANICAL LAYDOWN EQUIPMENT SHALL BE MOUNTED ON A FOUR-WHEELED VEHICLE THAT IS 
CAPABLE OF DRIVING OVER THE FABRIC WHILE IT IS BEING INSTALLED TO CONTROL THE TENSION ON THE 
MATERIAL. THE LAYDOWN MACHINE SHALL BE EQUIPPED WITH CLUTCHES TO ADJUST THE ROLL TENSION 
AND BROOMS TO SMOOTH OUT WRINKLES DURING INSTALLATION. MANUAL LAYDOWN MAY ONLY BE USED 
IN AREAS INACCESSIBLE TO THE LAYDOWN MACHINE. 

 
 

CONSTRUCTION DETAILS 
 

1. SURFACE PREPARATION: THE CRACKS AND ENTIRE ROAD SURFACE TO BE TREATED, AND AT LEAST 
ONE ADDITIONAL FOOT ON EACH SIDE, SHALL BE CLEANED BY SWEEPING, BLOWING, OR OTHER 
METHODS UNTIL ALL DUST, MUD, CLAY LUMPS, VEGETATION, AND FOREIGN MATERIAL ARE REMOVED 



 

ENTIRELY FROM THE PAVEMENT BEFORE THE BITUMINOUS MATERIAL IS APPLIED. CARE SHALL BE 
EXERCISED TO PREVENT MATERIAL SO REMOVED FROM BECOMING MIXED WITH THE NEW SURFACE. 
LARGE CRACKS AND POTHOLES SHOULD BE FILLED. 

 
2. APPLICATION OF ASPHALT SEALANT: THE APPLICATION OF THE ASPHALT SEALANT SHALL CONFORM 

TO THE APPLICABLE PORTIONS OF 407. THE ASPHALT SEALANT SHALL BE UNIFORMLY SPRAYED 
OVER THE AREA TO BE COVERED BY FABRIC AT A RATE OF 0.25 TO 0.30 GALLONS PER SQUARE 
YARD. 

 

THE QUANTITY APPLIED WILL VARY WITH THE SURFACE CONDITION OF THE EXISTING PAVEMENT 
(DEGREE OF POROSITY, FOR EXAMPLE). THE FABRIC ALONE, UNDER HEAT OF THE OVERLAY, WILL 
ABSORB AT LEAST 0.20 GALLONS PER SQUARE YARD. WITHIN INTERSECTIONS OR OTHER ZONES 
WHERE VEHICLE BRAKING IS COMMON PLACE, THE APPLICATION SHALL BE REDUCED 20 PERCENT. 
THE SEALANT SHALL BE APPLIED TO AN AREA TWO TO SIX INCHES WIDER THAN THE WIDTHS OF THE 
FABRIC BEING PLACED, BUT RESTRICTED TO THE AREA OF IMMEDIATE FABRIC LAYDOWN. 
APPLICATION SHALL BE BY DISTRIBUTOR WITH HAND SPRAYING ALLOWED ONLY WHERE THE 
DISTRIBUTOR CANNOT BE USED. ASPHALT SPILLS SHALL BE CLEANED FROM THE ROAD SURFACE 
TO AVOID FLUSHING AND POSSIBLE MOVEMENT AT THESE ASPHALT RICH AREAS. 

 
THE ASPHALT CEMENT USED AS A SEALANT SHALL HAVE A DISTRIBUTOR TANK TEMPERATURE 
BETWEEN 300 AND 350 DEGREES F. APPLICATION TEMPERATURE IS NOT CRITICAL AFTER THE 
ASPHALT IS SPRAYED ON THE PAVEMENT. IF THE FABRIC IS TO BE OVER-SPRAYED, DISTRIBUTOR 
TANK TEMPERATURES SHOULD NOT EXCEED 350 DEGREES F TO AVOID DAMAGE TO THE FABRIC. 

 

3. COMPOSITE FABRIC PLACEMENT: THE COMPOSITE FABRIC SHALL BE PLACED ON THE ASPHALT 
SEALANT AS SOON AS PRACTICAL AND BEFORE THE TACKINESS OF THE SEALANT IS LOST. THE 
COMPOSITE SHALL BE PLACED AS SMOOTHLY AS POSSIBLE TO AVOID WRINKLES. IT SHALL BE 
UNROLLED SO THAT THE SOFT SIDE IS UNWOUND INTO THE SEALANT AND THE GRID SIDE UP, THUS 
PROVIDING OPTIMUM BOND BETWEEN FABRIC AND PAVEMENT DURING THE CONSTRUCTION 
PROCESS. WRINKLES SEVERE ENOUGH TO CAUSE “FOLDS” SHALL BE SLIT AND LAID FLAT. SMALL 
WRINKLES, WHICH FLATTEN UNDER COMPACTION ARE NOT DETRIMENTAL TO PERFORMANCE. THE 
COMPOSITE SHALL BE BROOMED OR SQUEEGEED TO REMOVE AIR BUBBLES AND MAKE COMPLETE 
CONTACT WITH THE ROAD SURFACE AS RECOMMENDED BY THE FABRIC MANUFACTURER. THE 
FABRIC SHALL BE LAID STRAIGHT, WITHIN THE SEALANT AREA. MODERATE CURVES CAN BE 
NEGOTIATED BY STRETCHING THE FABRIC ON THE OUTSIDE OF THE CURVE BY ADJUSTING THE 
DRAG ON THE BRAKES OF THE LAYDOWN EQUIPMENT. TRANSVERSE JOINTS SHALL BE “SHINGLED” IN 
THE DIRECTION OF PAVING. 

 

LONGITUDINAL JOINTS SHALL BE MADE BY OVERLAPPING THE FABRIC ONE TO TWO INCHES. 
TRANSVERSE JOINTS SHALL BE MADE BY OVERLAPPING THE FABRIC A MINIMUM OF FOUR INCHES. 
ADDITIONAL SEALANT (ABOUT 0.20 GAL. PER SQ. YD.) SHALL BE ADDED TO THE JOINTS AS REQUIRED. 
THE ADDITIONAL SEALANT FOR TRANSVERSE JOINTS MAY BE APPLIED BY HAND SPRAYING OR WITH 
MOP AND BUCKET IF EXTREME CARE IS TAKEN TO NOT EXCEED THE SPECIFIED RATE. 

 
TO ENHANCE THE BOND OF THE FABRIC WITH THE EXISTING PAVEMENT AND TO SMOOTH OUT ANY 
WRINKLES OR FOLDS IN THE FABRIC, THE CONTRACTOR MAY BE REQUIRED TO PNEUMATICALLY 
ROLL THE FABRIC AFTER IT IS PLACED. 

 
4. TREATMENT OF THE APPLIED COMPOSITE PRIOR TO THE ASPHALT CONCRETE: IT IS UNNECESSARY 

TO TACK COAT THE FABRIC PRIOR TO PLACEMENT OF THE OVERLAY UNLESS THERE ARE 
CIRCUMSTANCES SUCH AS DELAY OF OVERLAY, DUST ACCUMULATION OR UNDER APPLICATION OF 
SEALANT WHICH WOULD MAKE TACK COATING DESIRABLE. IF A TACK COAT IS REQUIRED, 
EMULSIFIED ASPHALT SHALL BE APPLIED AT A RATE OF 0.02 TO 0.05 GALLONS PER SQUARE YARD 
RESIDUAL ASPHALT. PLACEMENT OF THE ASPHALT CONCRETE OVERLAY SHALL CLOSELY FOLLOW 
FABRIC LAYDOWN. IN THE EVENT THAT THE SEALANT BLEEDS THROUGH THE FABRIC BEFORE THE 
ASPHALT CONCRETE IS PLACED, IT MAY BE NECESSARY TO BLOT THE SEALANT BY SPREADING 
SAND OR ASPHALT CONCRETE OVER THE AFFECTED AREAS. THIS WILL PREVENT ANY TENDENCY 
FOR CONSTRUCTION EQUIPMENT TO PICK UP THE FABRIC WHEN DRIVING OVER IT. 

 
TURNING OF THE PAVER AND OTHER VEHICLES SHALL BE GRADUAL TO AVOID MOVEMENT OR 



 

DAMAGE TO THE COMPOSITE. UNESSENTIAL TRAFFIC ON THE COMPOSITE SHOULD BE ELIMINATED. 
IF IT IS NECESSARY TO OPEN THE ROAD TO TRAFFIC AFTER FABRIC PLACEMENT, BUT PRIOR TO 
PAVING, IT IS ADVISABLE TO SPREAD A SMALL AMOUNT OF SAND OVER THE MEMBRANE TO PREVENT 
TIRES FROM STICKING TO THE SEALANT OR PULLING UP THE COMPOSITE. THIS PRACTICE IS TO BE 
AVOIDED IF POSSIBLE TO PREVENT DAMAGE TO THE MEMBRANE. 
QUICK STOPS AND SHARP TURNS MAY DAMAGE THE MATERIAL. 
IF RAIN PRIOR TO THE OVERLAY SHOULD CAUSE A BLISTERED APPEARANCE AND SOME BOND LOSS 
THROUGHOUT THE MEMBRANE, IT SHOULD BE CORRECTED BY PNEUMATIC ROLLING UNTIL 
ADHESION IS RESTORED. 

 

5. ASPHALT CONCRETE: THE ASPHALT CONCRETE OVERLAY SHALL CONFORM TO 401 SPECIFICATION 
WITH A MINIMUM THICKNESS OF 1.5”. 


