Park History

Lake Erie, the southernmost of the Great Lakes, provides a splendid backdrop for several of Ohio’s State Parks. The
largest of these, East Harbor State Park, is situated on a peninsula of land shaped by the turbulent waters of Lake Erie’s
western basin.

The limestone bedrock of this area is exposed in many locations, at times offering fossil hunters treasures from the
past. The East Harbor area was once covered by a warm, shallow sea that teemed with life. The shells of microscopic
animals accumulated on the sea floor and were eventually compacted into limestone rock. The larger skeletons and
shells of other ancient marine animals became encased in the sea floor sediments and have been preserved as fossils for
hundreds of millions of years ever since.

More recent geological events have affected this area as well. Over 10,000 years ago the last of the great ice sheets--or
glaciers--receded, exposing a terrain vastly different from the former ancient landscape. The surface was scoured bare
by the great weight of the ice and its burden of gravel, rocks and boulders. In many northwestern Ohio locations, rock outcroppings show evidence of the
glaciers’ presence; deep scratches, or glacial grooves, mark many rock surfaces. One set of these grooves is exposed at East Harbor State Park.

Thousands of years after the retreat of the glaciers, the forests, meadows and marshland of the East Harbor region were inhabited by the Wyandot Indians.
Lakeshore Indian trails leading east to west joined with with the important Scioto Trail from the south in close proximity to the present park. As one of the most
important areas along the trade routes that stretched into the Northwest Territory, the region became populated by French and English immigrants who sought
exclusive control over the lands bordering western Lake Erie. The East Harbor area saw many battles and skirmishes between these two groups, but by the
conclusion of the War of 1812, American citizens finally gained control.

Many of these citizens were originally residents of the state of Connecticut who relocated to the half-million acres of land lying south of Lake Erie in what is today
Huron and Erie counties. The Continental Congress, on May 10,1792, released this land, which became known as the “Firelands”, to those people of Connecticut
who were put under great hardships by the enemy during the Revolutionary War. Ninety-seven families were granted land in Ohio as a consequence of this action.
" The unique natural features of the East Harbor peninsula, including its plant and animal life, sandy beach, marshlands, and level terrain were important
considerations when the State of Ohio began planning for a large, multi-purpose recreation area on the southwestern shore of Lake Erie. in the early summer of
1947, the park was opened to the public and additional land acquisition allowed development of what is today one of northern Ohio’s most popular camping,
picnicking, boating and swimming spots.

Park Description

East Harbor State Park is enjoyed by millions of visitors each year. The park'’s reputation as a great vacation spot can be directly attributed to a combination of
outstanding natural features and the wide variety of recreational facilities available.

The campground at East Harbor State Park is the largest in the Ohio State Park system, capable of accommodating all types of camping units, the level, openssites
fill quickly on busy summer and holiday weekends. Advance trip planning is recommended.

East Harbor's trail system leads hikers through the many different habitats within the park. The Middle Harbor Trail skirts the southern edge of the Middle Harbor
Game Sanctuary and includes a stop at a bird observation blind. This blind allows quiet ohservation of the birds frequenting the marshy southwestern corner of
Middle Harbor, Birds to look for include the Great Blue Heron, Black-crowned Night Heron, Canada Goose and many other types of waterfowl, shorebirds and
songbirds. The short Blackberry Trail near the Camp Check-in Station invites campers to enjoy a pleasant eveningstroll. Other foot trails near the swimming beach
?ffer the opportunity to observe the flora and fauna of a beach community.

Water sports draw crowds to East Harbor State Park during the warmer months of the year. Fishermen will find the waters of East and West Harbors excellent for
bass, bluegill, crappie and carp. The western Lake Erie basin supports substantial populations of walleye and perch as well. Those who plan a fishing or boating trip
on Lake Erie should stay alert to changing weather conditions as this part of the lake is subject to sudden, violent storms.

Boating access to West Harbor and Lake Erie is available from the State Park Marina launch. There is a launch ramp into East Harbor available to campers only
located a short distance from the camping area. Those wishing to rent dock space at East Harbor must register for the lottery through which docks are awarded. The
park office can provide further information on registration for the lottery.

Swimming is a very popular pasttime at East Harbor and the sandy beach and neighboring picnicareas attract thousands of visitors each summer. Picnickers will
find several other scenic areas throughout the park, including the shelterhouses which are available on a first-come-first-served basis.

The fall duck-hunting'season is a busy one at East Harbor. Duck hunters may take migratory gamebirds during this time; a valid Ohio hunting license and duck
stfafmp are required. Duck blinds are permitted through a lottery drawing that is held two weeks before Labor Day. More information is available from the park
office.

Winter opens the doar for a number of cold-weather activities at East Harbor State Park. Weather permitting, ice fishing, ice boating, ice skating, sledding,
snowmobiling, hiking and camping are enjoyed by winter visitors.

Local Points of Interest

] llll( addition to the myriad recreational opportunities that East Harbor State Park has to offer, there are many fine attractions within ghort driving distances of the
park. y

" Several Ohio State Parks welcome visitors to this area. Crane Creek State Park, west of Port Clinton, is one of the state’s foremost birding areas and is notable for
its spring and fall bird migrations. It is one of the few areas in the state which the endangered Bald Eagle is known to frequent. Lake Erie Islands State Park congsists of
Catawba Island, South Bass Island and Kelleys Island park units. ;

Catawba Island provides a pleasant picnic location and launch ramps for access to Lake Erie. South Bass Island State Park is home to the unique cabent, which
combines the luxury of a resort cabin with the rustic feeling of a tent. South Bass Island is the site of the Perry’s Victory International Peace Memorial,
commemorating the exploits of Commodore Oliver Hazzard Perry in the War of 1812. On Kelley’s Island, visitors may marvel at the impressive glacial grooves that
are exposed on the island and study the petroglyphs carved at Inscription Rock. South Bass Island is accessible by ferry from Port Clinton or Catawba, while Kelleys
Island can be reached by ferry from Sandusky and Marblehead. :

" For those who delight in the excitement of a daring roller coaster ride or the fun of a dolphin show, Cedar Point Amusement Park off U.S. 6 in Sandusky is the
place to go. The park is open all summer long.

For More Information

Call or write the park office for more park information. Call or write to the Division of Parks and Recreation’s Information Center for statewide vacation advice
and brochures on fees, facilities and special programs. Phone (614) 265-7000.
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2/AWCI TVHIVC CUILTHTTIUTLIIGAUUIL
%to;“-ﬁarr§ Moor, Engineering Section date: _ February 5, 1986
Ef;onr James—A, Donich, Park Manager, East Harbor State Park (/~7ﬁ%9 JELVQ.H_ZZZ,
subject: ___Areas of Last Harbor State Park that need to be black topped,
1. Rest rooms in A area need walks from road to road.
2. Rest rooms in B area need walks from road to road.
3; Rest rooms in C area need walks from road to road.
4. A & C Shower Houses need walks, znd B area needs handicapped ramps, all
parking lots need black top instead of tar & chip.
A 5. New walk needed from Shelter house # 2 to Jeach Area,
¥ 6., Pave two fishing areas on exit road near Middle Harbor,

@qu\ BIECkgfﬁp a“pew foad afild two small.parking areas,across from Watet Towen o\

<8,

X 9.

)

10.
1L

£ 12,

¥ 13.

14,

¢ 15.

N 1001 ( 3/84

n {th&‘uoaaaffEabhfiofiﬁﬁfhandIé 10-t0 Q12 carg, & \

Lak Grove Road off the exit road nsed to be bLlack topped and a 10 to 12 :
Pparking lot built, : @
l !
Pﬁnlarge circles in C area to make a easier turning radius for trucks and campers,
We need 36 dumpster sites built on a slight angle to roads so garbage truck il
can back up with ease and cut down time of cleaninyg crew,

Boat Ramp - enlarge existing parking lov to accommodate twice the amount of
trailers, most of this addition is stoned.

Black top road around D-3 Sewage Plant and provide a 12 car parking area as
this 1is going to be the new fish cleaning area of the parking lot for boat
trailers.

Service Area - black top loading ramps and approach, parking lot in front of
ramp across the front of Pole Barn, Black top Fole Barn Area which Goes not
have concrete, and black top area 50 X 150 ft. for equipment storage acroses
from the Pole Barm.

Establish a parking lot at No., 1 Beach House, we need parking badly.

Establish longer camper pads in A & C areas to enable campers to put cars
and campers on the lot as we now have a parking problam,

Marina Parking Lot/- establish as many more parking spots ds possible on

aftﬁefEast,and West' sideg on the|Marina, /also make curve aréas larger,

1

) & R



rom the boat! r&‘mp

Wﬁg;ﬁg‘gafdii‘ }f \Maﬁina‘-fwwl/f’ft-;‘tr\t:kf' .-

Shslter Hou%e # 1 - establish a 5 ft, walk from parking lot to Shelter and“
st room ‘and rest room drive, This is to service handicappnd people ;

\gmgng bl élck ./ his A ‘\used» fg,r"'ﬁflgr ng\.o
N -y
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Harry Moor, Engineering Section

date;

from: _James-A,; Donich, Park Manager, East Harbor State Park

subject:

e

Areas of Last Harbor State Park that need to be black topped.

A Se
¥ 6.
X 7.

K8

K

SR - e P A

10.

11.

£ 12,

¥ 13.

14,

¥ 13,

X 16,

.'x 9 > v

Rest rooms in A area need walks from road to road,
Rest rooms in B area need walks from road to road.
Rest rooms in C area need walks from road to road,

A & C Shower Houses need walks, znd B area needs handicapped
parking lots need black top instead of tar & chip,

ramps, all

New walk needed from Shelter house # 2 to Jeach Area.
Pave two fishing areas on exit road near Middle Harbor,

Black top a new road and two small parking areas across from Water Tower on

entrance road. Each lot to handle 10 to 12 cars.

Uak Grove Road off the exit road need to be black topped and a 10 to 12

parking lot built,

Lnlarge circles in C area to make a easier turning radius for trucks and campers,

i
We need 36 dumpster sites built on a slight angle to roads so garbage truck
can back up with ease and cut down time of cleaniny crew.

Boat Ramp - enlarge existing parking lov to accommodate twice the amouat of
trailers, most of this addition is stoned.

Black top road around D-3 Sewage Plant and provide a 12 car parking area as
this 1s going to -be the new fish cleaning area of the parking lot for boat
trailers.,

Service Area - black top loading ramps and approach, parking lot in front of
ramp across the front of Pole Barn, Black top Pole Barn Area which coes not
have concrete, and black top area 50 X 150 ft, for equipment storage acroses
from the Pole Barn.

Establish a parking lot at No. 1 Beach House, we need parking badly.

Establish longer camper pads in A & C areas to enable campers to put cars
and campers on the lot as we now have a parking problem,

Marina Parking Lot - establish as many more parking spots as possible on
the East and West sides on the Marina, also make curve areas larger,

3EN 1001 (3/84 ) & o 4

i
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o

February 5, 1986



B 2 i

3 oragé.lbf and black top. This is also used for parking of cars
3 in ‘the summer from the boat ramp.

)

idence parking and turning radius at Marina for lift truck,

 # 1 - establish a § ft, walk from parking lot to Shelter and
and rest room drive. This is to service handicappcd people.

#2 ~ game a5Pabove,
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Division of Parks & Recreation
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Riehard F. Celaste Joseph J. Sommer
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